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in which many millions of human beings perished ; the
massacres of the Anabaptists ; the massacres of the
Lutherans and Papists, from the Rhine to the extremi-
ties of the North ; the massacres ordered by Henry
VIII. and his daughter Mary ; the Massacre of St.
Bartholomew in France ; and forty years more of other
massacres, between the time of Francis I. and the entry
of Henry IV. into Paris ; the massacres of the Inquisi-
tion, which are more execrable still, as being judicially
committed ; to say nothing of the innumerable schisms,
and twenty years of popes against popes, bishops
against bishops ; the poisonings, assassinations ; the
cruel rapines and insolent pretensions of more than a
dozen popes, who far exceeded a Nero or a Caligula in
every species of crime, vice, and wickedness ; and
lastly, to conclude this frightful list, the massacre of
twelve millions of the inhabitants of the New World,
executed crucifix in hand ! It surely must be confessed
that so hideous and almost uninterrupted a chain of
religious wars, for fourteen centuries, never subsisted
but among Christians, and that none of the numerous
nations stigmatised as heathen ever spilled a drop of
blood on the score of theological arguments."

The celebrated Mr. Gibbon, the greatest of the
modern historians, and whose authority cannot be
doubted or questioned, writes as follows : " The wars
of the Mohammedans were sanctified by the Prophet ;
but, among the various precepts and examples of his
life, the Caliphs selected the lessons of toleration that
might tend to disarm the resistance of the unbelieving',
Arabia was the temple and patrimony of the God of
Mohammed ; but he beheld with less jealousy and
affection the other nations of the earth. The poly-
theists and idolaters who were ignorant of his name
might be lawfully extirpated ; but a wise policy supplied
the obligations of justice, and, after some acts of
intolerant zeal, the Mohammedan conquerors of Hindu-
stan have spared the pagodas of that devout and
populous country. The disciples of Abraham, of Moses,
and of Jesus were solemnly invited to accept the more
perfect revelation of Mohammed ; but if they preferred
the payment of a moderate tribute, they were entitled
to the freedom of conscience and religious worship/*
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